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Enhancing Community Resilience to Heatwaves
RCRC Asia Pacific Regional Meeting on heatwaves

Irene LUI
Manager (Community Resilience)
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Very Hot Weather Warning

Source: Hong Kong Observatory

Number of Very Hot days since 1884
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Hottest Summer 2020
(June - August)

Source: Hong Kong Observatory

Mean max. temp.: 32.1℃

Mean temperature: 29.4℃

Mean min. temp: 27.4℃

32.6℃

29.6℃

27.7℃



熱
VERY HOT

Number of
Very Hot Days

in 2020

Record-breaking
40 days

Source: Hong Kong Observatory



In the face of global warming, 
how does Hong Kong Red Cross 

respond?
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Public Education & Awareness  -
1. Disaster Preparedness Foundation Course
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A series of training to introduce the basics of disaster 
preparedness through different forms, such as lectures, 
workshops or interactive games, including the basic concepts 
of common disasters, disaster kits, infectious diseases, first aid 
principles and psychological first aid in Hong Kong
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• Participants can understand:

1) The impact of climate change

2) Introduction to the greenhouse 

effect 

3) What is Heat wave and its effects 

The course started at the end of 

March 2019, so far  ~10,000 

participants

Public Education & Awareness  -
1. Disaster Preparedness Foundation Course
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Public Education & Awareness  -
2. Disaster Preparedness Roving Exhibition

• Roving exhibitions in various districts of Hong Kong

• Participants can learn about the response and 
preparedness of different disasters through booth 
games and exhibition
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Public Education & Awareness  -
3. Promotion & Publicity in social media

9

Released 
different posts 
on FB regarding 
climate change 
and heatwave
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Public Education & Awareness  -

4. Mobile Applications

iOS

Android

RCDP
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a) Enhance public 
awareness 
through social 
media

Public Education 
& Awareness  -
5. International Day 
for Disaster 
Reduction (13 Oct )
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http://web.redcross.org.hk/games/DPen/index.html

b) Online Game & 
social media campaign

c) Community Engagement

Reaching >3,600 participants

http://web.redcross.org.hk/games/DPen/index.html
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Jun-Jul 2020 - #ClimateRUN Challenge
13

Jan2021 :
support people affected by 

climate-related disasters 
and future work of 

disaster preparedness.

Public Education & 
Awareness  -
6. Public Appeal
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Under Heat Wave…
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Direct service for high risk groups-
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Video from RCRC Magazine Interview in 2018

1. Humanitarian Caring 
Summer Visit
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Pass on heat wave and home 
safety information to elderly 
singles through visits and 
conduct home safety and heat 
protection assessment

Humanitarian Caring 
Summer Visit

- since 2018
- visited ~150 elderly singleton 
each summer
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2. Sub-divided Flat DP Project

Through visits, dissemination of heat, fire, home safety 
information, and home safety and heat protection 
assessment
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Learning and Insight

1. More sensitive in identifying high risk 
groups who are facing challenges under 
heatwave

2. Need to make use of every channel to 
enhance the public awareness and 
advocacy

3. Silent Disaster is not silent 
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Thank you! 


